
3 – Jan – 2021 Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 

My dearest parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish, 

This week has been a week that none of us could have anticipated last Sunday when we gathered together to 
celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family in our Church.  As we know the fire that started early Monday morning has 
changed many near term plans for our Church and our Parish, and will be written into our long-term history.  Before the 
fire we were beginning the process of developing our Pastorate Council and Vision Planning Team, which will help 
develop goals and timelines for our future as a parish; this work is going to continue as we strive to position ourselves for 
the current and future challenges that face our parish, especially in the area of evangelization and growth. 

One of our greatest assets at Sacred Heart Parish is our Religious Education program.  The work done by all of 
our volunteer teachers and our Director of Religious Education, is a great foundation that this parish has and from which 
to continue to grow from.  This has been very important to me, as pastor, throughout these months of COVID as I have 
been persistent in keeping our scheduled classes in session, as much as possible.  I am grateful to all our parents and 
teachers who have rallied during these difficult times and have kept this program moving forward, even in these unique 
and challenging times. 

This pandemic also presents some very difficult and unique considerations that other pastors and other eras did 
not have to contend with.  I have been in consultation with the Jasper County Board of Health and seeking guidance on 
Religious Education, Mass, etc throughout my tenure as pastor.  We have tried to be prudent with masks, seating and 
music to keep everyone as safe as possible and to date I would say we have been very successful.  I can appreciate that 
most all of us are suffering COVID fatigue and ready to be done, but the County and State Board of Health warn that we 
should not let our guard down just yet, as this disease may get worse before it gets better, even despite a new vaccine 
which just became available. 

I have heard from many people these past few days, in regards the Masses during these months that the church is 
being rebuilt.  I have been consulting the health department, the diocese, and continuing to assess the situation that we 
have on the ground.  There have been many good arguments for having Mass at Fulcher Center and many good arguments 
for having Mass at a Church, specifically Sts. Peter and Paul in Goodland.  There is indeed a history for having Mass in 
the Fulcher Center in the past.  However, we do find ourselves in a combination of unique circumstances in the present 
that don’t make the solution to this problem so obvious, especially when factoring only one Mass time on Sunday.  A 
major consideration is COVID and the dimensions of the space, in particular the low ceiling.  The low ceiling presents a 
higher risk than the higher ceiling of the church, as pertains fresh air.  Fresh air is also a concern for the classrooms, which 
use the same circulated air for their spaces, especially as they take place right after Mass. 

It is also a legitimate concern that Goodland presents a longer drive for a significant portion of our parishioners, 
especially the large numbers of people who live in Wolcott.  There has been a fear expressed that families will not go to 
Mass or parents will not bring their children to Remington after Mass for religious education from Goodland; I understand 
the inconvenience and I truly want to help families out as much as possible, while keeping them safe at the same time. 

The reality is I had hoped to have a definitive answer by today, but I feel I still need some information that I do 
not have, and since the fire happened during a holiday week, contacting people and getting information has been more 
complicated.  In addition, in years past when Mass was said in Fulcher Center, items from the Church were brought over.  
We currently have no items available from the Church due to the extent of the fire and smoke damage and I do not have a 
time-line on when any of these items would be repaired/replaced and available. 

In my first letter on Monday evening I asked for patience and I again am asking for you to be patient.  I spoke 
with the bishop last night for an hour and I shared with him all of this same information and he encouraged me to stay the 
course and wait until I have all the information to make the best decision.  Thus, as regards Sunday Mass, we will 
continue to have Mass at Sts. Peter and Paul in Goodland at 8:30am ET/7:30am CT through the month of January. 

We have been thrust into this journey of faith together, let us keep each other in prayer and remember that God 
has a plan, even if it doesn’t make sense to us right now: God’s got this! 

Fr. Bennett 


